onto tops of buses. Hundreds 
and thousands of people gonna be dead. And children. 
I was never in a place like that 
but I think I got one inside, you know, these images, 
pictures, and if something scrapes the sur- 
face it's it's it's all nightmare underneath and 
never stops, endless loop. Endless. Horrible forever. 


311 to GEORGIA 
GEORGIA Holy 

shit! 

312 to 


MAC entering 


MAC Don't take it so hard, 
GEORGIA. We'll get ole Mom moving. 
Hey! Space Woman of New Jersey! 


313-320 stay on 
MAC, 
discretionary angles 


GEORGIA 
Don't call her that. Don't you think she's been through enough? 
MAC All of us. Your wish is my 
command. 
GEORGIA I'll 
pass. 
MAC If you wish. 
GEORGIA You 
oughta learn something. You oughta listen to your wife for 
starters. 


MAC I have. 


GEORGIA 


Yeah, but you don't hear. 


FERN 
[I] wear out. 


GEORGIA You 
and your stupid burnout all the time. She'll be the one 
who'lLL-- 


MAC Well, she's forty. Before she 
caves in I'll trade her for two twenties. 


GEORGIA 
You're heading for something bad I think, 

MAC. Ask her 
about the...dream she has. 


MAC Georgia, my dear, it's bad every 
day. You get used to it. 
Be a man, hey? As for dreams. I don't need to bother. [I'll] 
just ask Metropolitan how long I'm going to live, throwing high 
blood pressure and C-over-C stress into the equation. They'll 
give me the number and on that birthday I'll blow my dreary 
brains out. 


FERN 
Why don't you just get out of that school? Why don't we get 
away from there? From that town and all the misery? Your 
father and now your--I can't even say the word. 


GEORGIA 
People oughta stay dead. It aint fair. 


MAC Sure! Woods and bunnies on half a 
stinking pension. Or become what? A Kelly-boy, your 
counterpart in the wolf from the door brigade. Thanks but no 
thanks. I'll stay at old Allowell. There's more dignity there 
believe it or not. I mean like one percent when the rest of the 
world runs on empty. If it kills me it kills me. Malox might 
prevent farting to death at least. 


321 to GEORGIA 


GEORGIA Not 


a bad way to go here. Might speed up a few of the wheelchairs. 
That there's a joke everybody. 


322 out to the three 


FERN 
(to 
MAC) Yeah, well I'm stopping today's pretending right now. I'm 
overdrawn on nerves like right this very second. I can't hear 
any more from anybody. Nobody! Got to get home, [I] know that. 
Don't know how I'll get there; if you don't take me I'll call a 
cab. 


GEORGIA From 
here? Hundred with the tip! 
FERN 
I'll lose it if I don't-- 


GEORGIA Hey, 
he don't take you I will--we'll split the cab. It's enough [to 
do] what we did today! I mean your mother's dead [and then] she 
aint dead. Give us a break. Go look at the roses and the wall 
with the two old nuts yourself. 


322 on 
MAC 


MAC Please! Come on! Fern! Trooper 
like you! We came this far. I'll tell you, the doctors are 
most of the trouble. (imitates two doctors' voices) 

She should go, best thing in world. 

She maybe not just yet go. 

Well, perhaps you take responsible. 

What you think here Doctor Hong? 

Maybe I don't know here Doctor Kong. 


ALl this sounds at least understandable. The sentiments I mean, 
not the language. I mean, today's doctor, right? Ask him about 
a coughdrop, he's on the phone to a malpractice lawyer. But 
these particular pill pushers don't speekka duh English, not 
really. It's not required in the slippery medical schools they 
were shot from; probably not required here anymore either. 


Anyway we got rid of those two yapping medical fools who 
suck the Medicare tit I am positively sure! Pisses me to death 


these thieves! Thieves! Fuckin thieves! 


WelL...anyhow...he's softsoaping her in there and we'll be 
taking off in ten minutes guaranteed. Hey we've got to get 
there! It's important to everybody, not just me. 


Trust me on this one, girls: I can feel it in my bones. In 
my sunken bones! Get there in hour and a half and we won't stay 
long. Ten minutes be enough I know it. Please? 


GEORGIA No-o 
way, HO-0-Zay. 


MAC Listen! Get with it, Georgia. 
You're not the little gum-snapping tar[t]- - 


323 to GEORGIA 


FERN 
Mac! 


GEORGIA 
Whatwas that word gonna be? I know some nice names too, and a 
lot of them are on walls. Your precious walls! (cries) 


MAC Aw come on 

GEORGIA! You're over forty! Cut the 
boo hoo shit! It's a joke. Nobody took Barbie or Ken away, did 
they? 


324 to 
FERN 
FERN 
Now you're simply being a prick. 
325 to GEORGIA 


GEORGIA Yeah 
well I'll tell you one thing, joke-man! I'm fuckin glad Jimmy 
is dead. I coulda married into this goonball bunch. 


MAC Then celebrate his death at the 


wall. Come on! 
326 out to the three 


FERN 
You'll say anything, won't you? 


MAC I'm sorry--that I'll say anything. 
FERN 
The game has to be won. 


MAC Game? I don't think (two beats) 
so-- Couldn't think of so, hard word. Shit! I gotta keep it 
together, this trip! Don't know why. [Do] one fuckin thing 
right in my life maybe. 


FERN 
You've done many things ri-- 


MAC Won't ask [you] name one. 


FERN 
(weary) Male. Keep banging your head against the wall. It won't 
fall down but you can show the blood. 


327 on 
MAC, discretionary 
angles 


MAC Can I put that in [in]sight file? 
Sight file? Whatsamatta you, mouth? IN-sight file! 


GEORGIA I 
can tell you another place. 


MAC Fuckin alternator light keeps 
coming on but just test [of] almighty, right? Right! Let's 
let's let's let's let's let's let's let's IRRITATE piss out [of] 
him! God says. Irritate p--! 

We we we didn't (two beats) did it before [and] we'll do 
it. A-a-a-a-nother. [We did it before, we'll do it again. ] 


GEORGIA 
Whaaaa--? 


FERN 
You flatter yourself. You really do. God and 
MAC. 


MAC Sin--, uh, sin--uh, pol, gies. 
Cere. [Sincere apologies] GOD! 


FERN 
Sit down and catch a breath. There's no red hot male obligation 
to hold together anymore. Cry! For Jesus sake cry and let it 
out! Shout! Scream. The old caved-in nuts won't care here. 


GEORGIA I 
still aint going and you can turn yourself inside fuckin out 
apologizing till you're blue in the face. So there! 


328 out to include 
GEORGIA 


MAC (lurching into 
GEORGIA) I'm sor-- 
GEORGIA 
Watch it Buster! 
MAC You! wahhhhhhh[tch]!--(collapses 
into chair) 
GEORGIA Holy 
shit! He is looking sorta...blue! 
329 out to include 
FERN 
330-340 discretionary angles on the three 
FERN 


MAC! ? 


shit! 


MAC (unintelligible) 


Honey? 


GEORGIA 


GEORGIA 


face, all like silly putty or something. Jesus God! 


Oh no! I should've stopped him. 


Purple-y...face. 


Can you help. I-- 


Should we slap him or something? 


I don't know! 


What's that C. P. R.? 


I don't know! 


rub his neck. 


Not too hard! 


MAC Stroh--ohhhhhh. 


Oh why didn't he tell us sooner? About Mom? 
forth! 
Fern! Who cares? You better sit down! 


GEORGIA 


GEORGIA 


GEORGIA 


GEORGIA 


[stroke] 


Holy 


FERN 


His 


FERN 


FERN 


FERN 


FERN 


ALL the back and 
GEORGIA 


FERN 
No I-- 


GEORGIA Shit 
he's turning--I don't know--all water or something! 


FERN 
What'lLl we do? 


GEORGIA 
What're we thinking about? We're numbnuts'es! Shit! Calla 
doctor! Doctor! Emergency! We need a doctor here for 
Chrissake! 


FERN 
But Mac didn't like-- 


GEORGIA 
Emergency! In here! 


FERN 
(cont) the two he met. He didn't, did he? 


GEORGIA Sit 
down Fern. Really. You can't order from the menu for 
Chrissakes. 


FERN 
Doctor! Oh it's my fault. 


GEORGIA No 
it aint. Don't be ridiculous. Shhhh! I think I can hear ‘em 
coming--jabbering in several foreign languages. Yoh! In here! 
Doctor Rameriez-Hong! 


FERN 
We shouldn't've-- 


GEORGIA been 


fuckin born! My uncle Freddy had something like this. It was 
whatchacallit, Ball's Palsy. (shakes her hand) 


MAC ohhhhhhh 


GEORGIA His 
hands [were] active enough before that. (demonstrating with 
both) Sorry. 


FERN 
Just keep him from falling! (now trying to get 
MAC sitting 
up straight in order to study his face) Can you feel anything, 
MAC? On the 
left side? This side? 


GEORGIA 
That's his right side; it's your lef-- 


MAC ohhhhhhhh 


GEORGIA Hey, 
maybe it just looks worse than-- 


FERN 
Stroke. I...think. 


GEORGIA Hey! 
So you're an expert? 
I don't see no medical diploma hangin' from your ass! Come on! 
Could be virus or something or or or twenty-four hour flu? Oh 
where are those (shouts) DOC--!? 


FERN 
It's a stroke. 


GEORGIA No! 
Now just shut up! 


Act 3 


341-345 INT. overhead angles of Guidance 

COUNSELOR's 

Office. She works on great piles of paper, shoves one 
onto chair next to desk. 


FERN enters pushing 

MAC in wheelchair. He wears a suit and a 
Sweatshirt with a college seal. Great difficulty pushing it 
over papers, books; shoving a chair aside to put wheelchair in 
its place. COUNSELOR ignores her plight at first. 


346 angle down to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR (brightens) Good bit 
of work! 


FERN 
Yeah, I'm getting better at it. 
COUNSELOR Sweatshirt's a funny item...I mean, 
what with the fancy suit. 


347 to 
MAC 


FERN 
Catches the drool. 


COUNSELOR Some...supplies? 
FERN 
Beside him in there. The one bottle of supplement Lasts him the 
day--sucks it through straw. His head sorta naturally droops to 
TCs 
348 to COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR Day? Do you expect us to buy more? 


349 to 
FERN 


FERN 
But I thought--? 


COUNSELOR Who knows how long he'll be here? 


FERN 
But I'll be coming to take him home in the evening. 


COUNSELOR Don't bother. Leave him with us. 


Just deliver a case or two of the supplement. He's sort of 
self-contained, no? 


350 to 
MAC 


COUNSELOR (CONT) Toilet right in there with him? 
Like a Winnebago. 


351 to 
FERN 


FERN 
But I don't understand. 


352 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR Soccer game or something? We'll shove 
him out as assistant coach, get him some overload pay. 


FERN 
But the man is almost d- 


COUNSELOR School board doctor says he's fit for 
service. 


353 to 
FERN 


FERN 
Oh my God! 


COUNSELOR Just what our union doctor said, but 
we gotta play the cards we're dealt. 


FERN 
Beyond belief. 


354 out to the women 

COUNSELOR People think corruption is hand in 
till, but most of it is evils perpetuated with benign, even 
Christian, grins. A thief'll just rob you. Competently. 


FERN 
It'tl kill him. 


COUNSELOR Our doctor says a few months, enough 
for you to get some caps on those teeth with the dental plan. 
Pretty teeth. So why not perfect? 


FERN 
Thank you. 


355 to COUNSELOR 

COUNSELOR I got some facts and figures here for 
you. (looks) Some-um-where. Well the hell with it! In summary, 
it's better every which way if he dies in service- - 


356 follow COUNSELOR'S gaze to 
MAC 


poor honey hit the wall, didn't he? Yoh! Mac! Out to Lunch. 


FERN 
And if he doesn't die in service? 
COUNSELOR God forbid. 
357 to COUNSELOR 
FERN 


Just keeps on going? 

COUNSELOR Then we'll use his overload pay-- 
chaperoning at the dances, riding the bus to the planetarium--to 
buy back his army time. Hayrides he'd be good for. 


FERN 
He was never in. 


COUNSELOR Yeah he was, three almost four years-- 
exact figure depends. 


358 out to include 
FERN 


FERN 
No way. He was jealous of his dead brother because- - 


COUNSELOR He'll be joining him. They can talk 
about it. 


FERN 
We can't Lie about it. 


COUNSELOR Don't you think the school board would 
lie? And the superintendent? And the principals look the other 
way or lap it up? 


359 on COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR (CONT) If I had a dollar for every 
Lapping principal- - 
FERN 
All this is-- 


COUNSELOR War, Honey. Get used to it. You're 
out in the working world now, right? Full time? Toughen up! 


360 to 
FERN 


FERN 
I'm trying, but they look at you funny. 


COUNSELOR I'm sure. And they wink when they 
hand you your hoagie, right? And all the alleged "cute" stories 
at the coffee machine? 


FERN 
Don't worry. I won't find my fun where I find my bread--if 
indeed I ever find any fun at all. Too down to even think about 
anything like that. 


361 to COUNSELOR 

COUNSELOR Save yourself the trouble. Talk out 
of their peckers. When you've Known a few more than a few--as I 
have, believe me--you find it's all more the same than 
different. In the Biblical sense. 


FERN 
Forget it. Don't talk about it in any way shape or form. 
Don't want to be any deeper down than I am. 


COUNSELOR I could take you way down in the 
alley. 


362 to 
FERN 


FERN 
I don't believe so, thank you anyway. I recognize that 
expression from the blues. 
363 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR Let's see about changing your major 
from that--in a manner of speaking. 


364 to 
MAC 
FERN 
Mac'd love you. 
COUNSELOR Maybe he will. 
FERN 
He thought everything was--a matter of speaking. 
COUNSELOR Forget it. He's a dead letter. 
FERN 


Still postage due I'm afraid. 
365 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR We'LlL pay it. (writing) Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. That has a nice ring. I'll fill out the rest 
of this later. 


FERN 
But somebody'll have to verify it there. won't they? And won't 
we be doing what they're doing? I mean the principals and the 
whole administrative shitload? 


366 out to both 


COUNSELOR We're recruiting everywhere, but we're 
still far behind the other side. At any rate, if he lasts 
sixmonths, he can retire with full benefits. You can take him 
to Disney World--got some discount coupons here someplace. Nah, 
Great Adventure. 


FERN 
We've been. 


COUNSELOR And forget the girl scout oath: 
somebody belts you with baseball bat what're supposed to do? 
Ask for it a little harder? What hubby here did? Being docile 
in this country is asking the Fortune Five Hundred, or however 
many rich-bitches there are, plus their mealy swarms of personal 
cocksuckers to kick the living shit out of you. 


367 on 
FERN 


FERN 
Say it right out. Don't soft-pedal. (laughs) I used to be like 
you. 


COUNSELOR I doubt that. 


FERN 
Now I hold back. And in some way shape or form I guess I'm 
working in the midst of that aforementioned swarm. 


368 out to the three 


COUNSELOR Who could help it? But you don't have 
to Unca-Tom it either. Now this poor shluv here has really 
been through the wars so let's get him some retirememt credit, 
yes? 


FERN 
I don't want to do anything dishonest, and my place is at his 
Side. 


COUNSELOR They always want you to know your 
place, don't they? 


FERN 
On the job training. 


COUNSELOR 
Well your place is as far away from him as you can get; and 
these are dark days, Honey. Oh they're great for the guy who'll 
rape you while his buddies hold you down. But let's’ not talk 
history. Or Reagan. 


FERN 
Let's talk Mac. 
COUNSELOR 
Hey! What did they do when he got his head bashed in by that 
jigaboo-spick-ghinny-reecan? 


FERN 
He didn't want to take a sick day. 


COUNSELOR 
So he took a wall job. The principal hushed it up. The kid 
wasn't caught and therefore went on teacher bashing. 


FERN 
Well it wasn't Mac's fault. 


COUNSELOR Sure? 


FERN 
Are you seriously--? 


on COUNSELOR 

COUNSELOR Playing a little Devil's 
Advocate, but our devils don't play, my dear. And never 
underestimate what that ferocious head-smashing did to him. 


FERN 
He...waS never quite the same. He talked the same...still had 
jokes, but-- 


369 in on COUNSELOR 

COUNSELOR He was nice. If you're nice 
you fade into abstraction. If they remember you at all it's 
only to do a number on you. 


FERN 
I know there's a vein of truth but-- 


COUNSELOR I'm understating. If I told 
the whole truth I'd choke to death. (chokes herself) 


370-375 out to the women. 


FERN looks around the office; after a 
beat, COUNSELOR follows her gaze, then 
the camera. 


FERN 
Fine thing to die for. 


COUNSELOR Did Christ do much better? 
Besides, some of the youngsters probably liked him and--despite 
the sabotage efforts of the country, the state, and 
thecommunity--learned something from him. 


376 camera has wandered to Mac, stays 


FERN 
I suppose. It isn't much. 


COUNSELOR Many, grimly enough, are 
forced to be content with less in this land of the brave. Now 
let's see. 


377 out to include women 


COUNSELOR (CONT) (pulling out another 
form and writing) Two questions. Telephone skills, and foreign 
Language proficiency. 


FERN 
Talks to his father in the evening. I just hear...creaks when 
he talks to me. 


COUNSELOR He can answer the phone. We 
have a new system and anybody reaching him'll just assume 
another Line's gone bad. 


FERN 
He studied Spanish for a month in Mexico. 


COUNSELOR I'LL put down fluent. 


378 on 
FERN 


FERN 
That's a laugh. We both went down there. Me for the sights. 
The guy running it was from a bush little college in Iowa-- 


379 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR So long as it's accredited 
it can be moronic through and through. 


380 out to include 
FERN 


FERN 
and his one teensy ad in the A. F.T. newspaper drew five 
students, one woman among them, so he saved a bit by renting 
Space in the worst neighborhood in the town. The whores were 
pounding on the door before he checked attendence. 


COUNSELOR Shall I finish? Soon a roll 
before Lunch was considered, uh--? 
FERN 
Conducive to academic standards. 


381 on COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR Poor teachers. Have a party 
for 'em you gotta order twice as much food and booze; if sex is 
on the menu and it's practically free--? 


FERN 
Right. Gluttons. They were [while] in Mexico all right. 


COUNSELOR Middle class. Comes from 
always thinking you're being ripped off. Naturally enough. 


382 to 
FERN 


FERN 
( feigned shock) Oh my. 


COUNSELOR You don't have to fake it. 
Or fake faking it. You come off as more innocent than he'd 
remember you, yes? 


FERN 
Accurate. As I said, I had to get a real job, and get along on 
it. So I play along and rest my brain. 


383 out to both 


COUNSELOR And that other woman, back 
there in the white, passionate heat of our penurious, down-and- 
dirty southern neighbor? Acrid dust, panting. Getting six to 
twelve credits. 


FERN 
She played it both ways, took on a dusky whore in the morning, 
one or more of the fellows who were still standing in the 
afternoon. 


COUNSELOR A woman after mine own 
heart. Don't I wish! Did she have her doctorate? 


FERN 
Of course. But she still knew better than that. 


384 to 
MAC 


COUNSELOR And would she give him a 
good reference? Another letter in his file wouldn't hurt. If 
only he had sucked a little more ass! Nobody's too good for 
politics. Don't make the same mistake yourself. 

FERN 
I hope I eventually have the strength to be just Like him in 
that regard. 


COUNSELOR Then don't throw the 
wheelchair out. Anyway, Dr. 
whats-her-face amid the seamy musical beds? 
385 out to the three 
FERN 
She gave him a social disease; the whores gave him the A+ that's 
on his transcript. 


COUNSELOR That could be considered 
good, no? From such professionals? 


386 on 
FERN 


FERN 


He dripped for the rest of the month and I drank. 


COUNSELOR But you didn't leave him. 


FERN 
What for? His cock is connected to his brain. Was. 


COUNSELOR And you didn't seek revenge 
by--? 


FERN 
Too expensive. You gotta listen to too many assholes. 
Better the one you're married to. Oh my God when I think of it. 
When I think of it all! Hell, when I think at all! 


COUNSELOR Don't bother. That's why 
I'm here--and the union. 


FERN 
His mother was dead and then she wasn't dead! 


387 out to include all 


COUNSELOR Uh huh. Well that's too 
much family for me. Just keep it to yourself. We got enough 
trouble with Drooling Delbert here. 


FERN 
If it's going to be too much trouble I-- 


388 to COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR Do you mind a very personal 
question? 


FERN 
Doesn't everybody? 
COUNSELOR An answer's not usually an 
answer. Ask Teach. (a beat) Never mind. 


389 to 
MAC 


COUNSELOR Ever pop a wheelie on that 
thing?--a little smalltalk what the hell. 


390 to 
FERN 


FERN 
Go ahead...she winced, did sensitive 
FERN. 


391 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR Ouch. Anyway, can he, uh, 
still get a hardon? 


FERN 
Come on now. I really don't wanna talk about such- - 


COUNSELOR Aw you come on, please. 
Between us antisluts. Such a natural curiosity. How could I be 
ashamed of it? How could you? Can you, uh, shift him to a 
higher gear? Hmmmmm? (punches 


FERN'S arm) 
Hmmmmmmm little lady? [Is he] Porsche or Escort? 
FERN 
I really rather not-- 
COUNSELOR Give me a hint. 
392 to 
FERN 
FERN 
Let me off the hook on this one. Just this once. 
COUNSELOR Bitsy-witsy hint? 
FERN 


I don't think so. In the concentration camp of the workplace, 
I've taken to maintaining decorum. 
393 out to include COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR That's temporary, much of it 
at least. You don't feel free yet. Now, since I'm taking him 
off your hands--? One extraordinarily good turn, don't you 
think? Can he? Fern? Honey? 


FERN 


Is the pope an arab? 
394 on COUNSELOR 

COUNSELOR Hmmph. WellL...too bad cause 
395 following her 


COUNSELOR (CONT) (rising and then 
demonstrating) you could use it to pull him along when you're 
Sick of pushing. 


396 FERN 
into frame 


FERN 
Or r-r-r-ratchet him him up a few notches so he can see all 
the... 


397 to window as two girls pass 


FERN 
(CONT) Luscious Lolitas passing by that window. 


COUNSELOR Don't they? It's a...fringe 
benefit of this job. 


FERN 
Might bring him back to life. 
COUNSELOR How far? 
398 back to include the three 
FERN 


Fifty percent wouldn't be that much different. 


COUNSELOR Unfair, most men come up to 
that. 


FERN 
So I've noticed. 


COUNSELOR Hatrack? A useful use to be 
sure. 


FERN An idea. 


COUNSELOR Make him a kind of Bauhaus 
fixture, Art Nouveau. 


399 on 
MAC 


FERN He used to say "Art is a fart 
blown through the asshole of time." 


COUNSELOR That's only 
because Life is sort of defunct, really. 


400 to 
FERN 


FERN 
Besides, he's not high up enough. A girl tosses things like 
this! 


401 out to include the nearing 


COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR Right! Like a sissy. Do it 
again. 
402 on 
FERN 
FERN 
Like this! 
COUNSELOR Charming! 
403 in on 
FERN 
FERN 


Thank you. It's what exercise should be--not much harder than 
breathing. 


COUNSELOR And most feminine too. 


FERN 
I wouldn't Know about that. Most of the time I feel exhausted 
and could care less how I look, or like some gawky boy. 


COUNSELOR That's my department. 


404 out on 
FERN 


FERN 
And the clothes don't help. These new clothes--I had to get 
something to go out to work every day. 


405 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR A shame the fairy designers 
didn't have Marylyn Monroe for a mother. But, show your body 
off anyway. Flaunt it Fern! 


406 to 
FERN 


FERN 
I sort of want to fall in between the Flaunt and the Mouse. 
What the bosses want. As I say, I used to use the left side of 
my a mouth for politics also, but I've learned to- - 


407 to COUNSELOR 


COUNSELOR (CONT) bite your tongue, I 
know. But never mind them, the male- asshole- raised-to-the- 
asshole-power stablishment. 


FERN 
You taught math. 


COUNSELOR As a woman they wouldn't let 
me. Anxiety. 


FERN 
Oh? 


COUNSELOR Yeah, I thought six inches 
was this long. (indicates short length with fingers) 


408 FERN 


into frame 


FERN 
(pushing COUNSELOR'S fingers together) 
Push them in further. 


409 out to include more of 
FERN 


COUNSELOR No, I'll bring you out 
rather. 


410 out to include 
MAC 
COUNSELOR (CONT) Then I'll nail him up 
on the wall. Make it easier to toss your pretty Easter bonnet. 


FERN 
There I draw the line. That's cruel. I've been so smashed to 
shit that I can accomodate anything in my mind and even relish 
it, but doing [that]--? 


COUNSELOR What might you be relishing 
now? 


FERN 
Lots of things I never even thought about before. 


COUNSELOR Give me a hint cause I've 
thought about everything, believe me. 
FERN 
Couldn't begin. 


COUNSELOR Well I'll tell you one 
thing. 


411 on 
MAC 


COUNSELOR (CONT) Once you do get it up 
it'll never go down again if you catch my drift. 


FERN 
Oh my! 


COUNSELOR So don't worry about putting 


me out. If I cash in on that payoff I'll be happy enough. 


FERN 
Poor Mac. He won't enjoy it. 


COUNSELOR Not likely. Any signal to 
his brain is liable to arrive around year 2050. 


FERN 
(Laughing) Do you actually mean that you--? (the rest will be 
unintelligible. ) 


COUNSELOR I'LL paint the principal's 
face on it, another schmuck. 


412 out to include all 


FERN 
How would I bury him? (hysterical and embracing 
COUNSELOR) 


COUNSELOR Turn him over and screw him 
into the ground! 
FERN 
The Earth Mother every man seeks. 


COUNSELOR Blindly. 


413-420 discretionary angles as they are laughing, dancing with 
amazing slowness. 


FERN 
Like moles. 


COUNSELOR (kissing 
FERN) There! There's so much for you! 
The world is so much wider now. 


FERN 
I (two beats) don't know. 


COUNSELOR A stroke. Of luck! Has 
given you a life. Renewal! 


FERN 
Neo- 


FERN. 


COUNSELOR You must try everything! 
Literally everything! 


FERN 
Figuratively exhausts me. I'm getting tired just thinking of 
the one you seem to be, uh, suggesting. 


COUNSELOR Such cautious language. How 
male. 


FERN 
Coitus (pulling away) interruptus. ( 
FERN gets the wheelchair between them, 
moves it as COUNSELOR chases her.) 


COUNSELOR Really, dear, I just 
represent life, and he can no Longer pose between you and life. 


FERN 
Well, just a little while Longer. 


COUNSELOR Don't be afraid, I represent 
the union too. 


FERN 
I appreciate that but can't we kinda keep things separate? 


COUNSELOR Men don't have such 
niceconcerns. They do whatever gives them hardons. It's your 
turn. 


FERN 
Yes. I see. I think I see anyway. Or don't. Six of one, 
half-dozen of the other. 


COUNSELOR(tossing it) Here's the key 
to my apartment. I do hope you don't think that I'm too 
forward. I have to be aggressive for the union, of course, but 
on my own time I just like to cuddle up. 


FERN 
I couldn't. 


COUNSELOR Most people can't but they 


eventually get to it--no matter what it is. 


FERN 
I'll keep this but I'm not making any promises--and nothing ever 
ever in front of-- (nodding) 


421 to 
MAC 


COUNSELOR What do you take me for? 


FERN 
I just want it to be clear. 


COUNSELOR Besides, that's the big 
time. We want to start small. 


FERN 
You've been so educational. 


422 out to the three 


COUNSELOR My job. Speaking of 
whiiiii-ch. (Returns to desk; 
FERN comes out 
from behind wheelchair. ) 


FERN 
Don't be modest. You're always willing to give more. Serve. 


COUNSELOR (indicating a place for 
FERN to sign) 
You've got it. And so sweetly! Perceptive and lovely. 


FERN 
Be gentle with him. 


COUNSELOR I promise. With you too--at 
first. (taking pen back and not letting go of 
FERN'S hand. ) 


FERN 
You're too...(getting hand loose) kind. 


COUNSELOR Not at all. 


A friend in need. 


COUNSELOR 


FERN 


So sweet. 


FERN 


So many people today won't put themselves out. (standing) 


COUNSELOR Don't mention it. And I'm 
sorry if I-- 
FERN 
Do I look all right? 
COUNSELOR Walk away from me. 
423 to 
FERN 
FERN 
Like this? 
COUNSELOR Is that natural? 
FERN 
Like everything else, yes and no. 
424 to xcu COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR I'd like to take both of you 
around the world. 
425 to 
FERN 
FERN 
MAC and me? 
426 to COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR You and you. 
427 to 
FERN 
FERN 


You're so forceful! 


428 COUNSELOR into frame 


COUNSELOR (advancing again as 
FERN 
withdraws even more rapidly, exits) I've another side too. 


FERN 
(off) You'll show it to 
MAC? 


429 in on COUNSELOR 
COUNSELOR Put it right in his face. 


FERN 
Just know you two'll be great friends! 


430 out to include 
MAC 


COUNSELOR [It'll be] like a-- (shoves 
wheelchair and 
MAC tumbles 
to the floor.) 


FERN 
What's that I heard? 
COUNSELOR Music. Love song. 
FERN 
Lovely! 
COUNSELOR --like a honeymoon. 
FERN 
Aces! 


COUNSELOR (reaching down to 
MAC) I'll carry him over the 
threshhold. 


431-? discretionary split screens, cuts, dissolves, voice-overs, 
jazz music interspersed--most at aerobics class 


GEORGIA 
speaks only 


1) GEORGIA 
on the phone, simultaneously cutting her toenails-- could use an 
extra hand. She is dressed in a long t-shirt. 


2) 
FERN at aerobics class, moving, it would 
seem, a beat behind everybody else. 


3) A dark room full of flimsy wooden crates. 


rem funny and disgusting 


GEORGIA 


Yeah? Well you're wrong. Georgia knows herself all right. 
More of a wallflower. That's right. Shy. A shy one that's me. 
A busy shy one if you get me. I mean lots of activity but still 
you don't change. You stay the way you was. 


Do what? Well that's a first. I thought I'd heard 
everything and tried most. I'd be dead if I had good sense. 

Uh huh. Well I'tl tell you one thing: you heat up that 
sexed-up brain anymore [it]'ll explode. 


Date? Sorry but I'm busy till 2010. Take a number. 


Anyways, I'd feel funny using that word. Date! Kiss MY ass. 
What?! Just an expression. Boy! 


Oh? Both before it and afterit? Whew! That's quite a 
promise I'd say. I'd have to consult with my cute young 
doctor--see if I'm up to it. Or him. Or he's up. 


Listen! That other family member I knew didn't promise anything 
but he delivered--if I can remember correctly--and some stuff 
kinky for its time. Anyways, lots of great events [have] come 
and gone. Water under the bridge. And assholes. No! Not 
under the bridge. You know what I mean. 


Hey! That's enough! Now slow it down! And talk is cheap, 
Baby. Now don't repeat yourself. Uh huh? I got that the first 
time. And too bad I did. 

Don't hit me over the head I always say--I wanna be 
conscious to enjoy it. (a few beats) 


No I don't get it--and if I do it aint funny. 


I'm gonna get it? Oh don't I have to watch what I say? Holy 
Crap it's like junior highschool everything dirty. Like Mac's 
Allowell School I guess. Well of course I don't have a ruler 
right here. Do you? Idiot. 


Love is like football, a game of inches? Yeah? It's like 
football all right, complicated and dirty. 


But real love talk don't have to be that dirty, fella. It 
has whatchacallit, ceased being funny. Now I'm gonna hang right 
up if you don't-- 


(From this point on, 


FERN 
1) exercises more vigorously, 
2) sarcastically imitates a rigorous young instructor, 


3) makes faces in reaction to ascolding, 


4) slows her actions drastically when the instructor's back 
is obviously turned, speeds up when being observed again, then 


5) imitates the mincing quality of the instructor's 
departing walk. 


(Each action can stop the flow of 
GEORGIA'S words, even though we can still see her 
talking in the silence, simultaneously concentrating on trimming 
her toenails,sometimes placing the receiver a foot or two away.) 


Hey! That's real nice. I take back half of what I 
thought. I walk in beauty like the night, right? Will you read 
me the whole book? That's better. It might cure the sex on 
your brain. 

Your sauteed brain. Hey I love it! I should write songs. 
Liver and onions. What else is sauteed? SAUTEEING: KEY TO 
KITCHEN SUCCESS--Food Section of Times or something. --"How 
sauteeing saved my marriage." Poisoned my boyfriend. 


Listen. Now listen. If we're gonna do it--and we aint, 
fars I know--we'll eventually get to it. Don't worry so much. 
You aint gonna die, [at] least not today. And if you do, well 
that just one little bit of heaven you're just gonna miss. Then 
you can ask that other member of your family what it was Like. 
So hot he left it, right? Glory does weird things. (covers 
mouthpiece with hand) GLORY'S WEIRD SAYS DEAD MARINE- -National 
Enquirer. 


Now don't take off on weird. If we do it we'll stay, 
whatchacallit, convention--at leastfor a while, hey? 
Convention-AL? Thank you. I wanna talk good English--I mean 
after the shit you talk I'll wanna bath in a minute. 


Whew! Do you think up those slimy things by yourself or--? 


Good girls go to heaven and bad girls go everywhere? Well 
that's cute. Where'd you hear that one? Go on! The stuff you 
make up's at the bottom of the garbage pail. Bumper sticker? 
Well they do come up with them. Well now I don't know. Maybe 
somebody could make up a bumper sticker about a girl doesn't 
Know one moment to the next whether she'll be good or bad. Have 
to be big bumper. (beat) But sometimes I know. 


SHE KNOWS AND SHE DON'T KNOW--New York News. That's not a 
good one is it? Oh? I might keep you around [if] you keep up 
the compliments. Ooooops. 

Well now that isn't a compliment. It is and it isn't. 


Listen! How about all this church work you're supposed to be 
doing, old man? Uh huh. Get out! I heard that one before. 
Gotta test some sin out [to] get to know the enemy? And I'm the 
Sinful vessel, right? A bible verse and then they get worse. 


And blame us for your fantasies [the] way you blame the 
faggots for your other ones. And beat ‘em up. Poor bastards, 
they can't win for losing. 

I had some AC-DCs and they were the sweetest. Sautee a Little 
something in the pan--I remember that from recipes. Just a 
hobby if you ask me. Cooking? Nah, I mean religion for a lot 
of people today. Tomorrow [it]'lLl be something else. Hang- 
gliding or something. 


No I never heard ofHung-gliding, but would you believe that 
I enjoy that role? Sinful vessel I mean. Not always, but 
sometimes it's as good as a hot-fudge sundae or something. No, 
don't bring one over. I'm unavailable. 
SINFUL VESSEL--LOCAL GIRL LOVES IT! 
(Someone shoves 
MAC and wheelchair into the crates. ) 


There he goes again! I'll tell you you better bring a nice 
present [if] you do come over here, [after] forcing me to listen 
to all this warped shit. 


You will? From Fredericks? What? Just leave the receipt 
in there and I'll know how much to give you back. That stuff 
must cost a thousand bucks a pound it's so-o flimsy. Model? I 
try things on for myself--if you happen to be here--? 


Hey! See-through pee-through, what do I care? I can't 
believe I'm saying this to you. (a beat) Oooops! Sounds like 
a heart attack. Gurgle gurgle. You take your pills? Oh oh. 
Now don't talk when you're dying. Didn't your mother ever teach 
you nothing? 


What's that? Don't need pills for anything. Nothing, huh? 
Terrific. 


Oh no! Uh uh. No more bragging. Uh huh? Yup. No more 
bragging, and no more gagging. All right? Poor ole Mac bragged 
a lot and Jimmy, so I guess they get it from you. 


